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WFL has Jjust hud a chance w read a copy of Jjoghua Lederberz's

terminal report on his tlires-year project on the Genctics of Bacterias,

May 1, 1948 - April 30, 1951. In his coverinyg letter he briefly explores
the possibility of continued aid for his work, asking specificully for

‘one or two years' support for Dr. P, D. Skaar (previously with Sonneborn).
As the three-year limitation of the grant in aid mechanism 18 now over with
in L's casa, the possibiiity of & Trustee action for the support of his
work arises. Such possible actlon probably should follow:

1. A& review of his last three years! work

Z. Receipt of a formal description of his“projected future work.
3. A visit to~his laboratbny in Wisconsin.

In reviewin5 L'b report of his last three years' zrant in ald,
there is a generul tone of maturity und cometence that is quite striking
'in a woricer who was rathar well known for htn lrmaturity end brastness a
fev yeurs ago. L has now becous, appareatly, one of the world?!s experts
on bacterial genetics, glving the talc on this subject at the Cold Spriug
Harbor Symposium this year. In his report he mentions such interesting
findings as the routine production of bacterial hybrids, the exteasion of
his work from E. coll to the paratyphold group, as well as gtudies on the
coll phaje and the elusive "L. forms" of coll that are filterable in size.
All in all, L has produced some thirteen apers in recognized journals
during the lust three-year period and may be considered to have put the
occurrencs of "sex"™ in bacteria on u completely flrm scientific basis ,
that 1s beyond question today. It should be ramarked of course that usually
the word "sex" ccanotes a male and & female, one of which does not produce
any progeny. In bacteria, this of course 1s not the case, as both cells
coatiaus to divide by fission, but from a genetic point of view the same
‘purpose Ls answered as in higher animuls, us aucleoprotein (3ene) reshuffling
and sorting out have tusen pluce with the consequent production of differing
progeny (oftnn better able to adapt to the environment), quite upart from
any mutatlon maechanism tnat muy exist

To huve done all of this in three years and with a total RF in-
vestment of $7,500 would seem to be one of the best experiences to date of
the grant in aid program. Now that the threc-year trial perlod is over, it
would seem that L is & genuinely original scientist of high capacity and
genuine dedicution. Before a Trustee action should be initiated, however, .
various opinions of men such us Bzadle, Muller, Demerec, Davis, etc., should
be collected, aand 1f these opinlons confirm the above polnt of view, perhups
a three-year Trustee action of $15,000 - $20,U00 might well be in order. '



